
Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future                                                1 

     
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
NEWTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

 

 DATE:      October 24, 2013 
 
 PLACE/TIME:   City Hall, Room 202 
    7:00 p.m.  
 
 ATTENDING:  Donald Lang, Chair   David Morton, Member  
    Nancy Grissom, Member Rodney Barker, Member 
    Mark Armstrong, Member Jean Fulkerson, Member 
    Ellen Klapper, Alternate Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
     Brian Lever, Staff  See Attendance List 
 
 ABSENT:  William Roesner, Member 
    Donald Tellalian, Alternate 
    Leonard Sherman, Alternate     
      
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Donald Lang presiding as Chair.  Voting permanent 
members were Lang, Morton, Grissom, Barker, Armstrong, and Fulkerson.  Alternate members Fitzmaurice 
and Klapper also attended.  Barker left the meeting at 10:10PM.  Brian Lever acted as recording secretary 
and the meeting was digitally recorded.   
  
Farlow Park Restoration – City Owned Property CPA Review 
Carol Schein from the Parks and Recreation Department as well as Keith Jones and Jay Walter from the 
Friends of Farlow Park presented a proposal to restore the pond in the park and replace the bridge.  
Staff stated that this park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places along with the surrounding 
neighborhood.  Constructed in the 1880s, the original park design featured a pond, bridge, pathways and 
associated playgrounds, flowerbeds, and specimen trees.  Over the course of its history the park has been 
altered by the removal and alteration of pathways, construction of an athletic field, replacement of the 
bridge and the infilling of the pond.  Using CPA funds, the Parks Department and neighborhood group seek 
to restore the pond and replace the replacement bridge.  Under the City-owned properties ordinance, the 
Historical Commission has review authority over proposed changes to City owned historic properties using 
CPA funds.  This review is similar in scope to properties within the local historic districts or City landmarks, 
however visibility is not a relevant factor in determining review authority, so the Commission may review 
changes that are or are not visible from a public way.   
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Jones provided background information on the park including the proposal to restore the pond and 
provide water through construction of a well.  Jones also discussed the changes that had occurred to the 
park.  Walter discussed the proposed bridge design utilizing concrete construction with a stone veneer and 
steel railings.  Walter stated that the proposed design was to be sympathetic to the historic bridge but 
meet current code requirements and have maintenance free materials.  Armstrong asked how much of the 
pre-cast concrete might be visible along the side of the bridge and Walter responded that approximately 
two-inches may be visible.  Fulkerson recommended the railings be designed to closer match the railing 
design seen in historic photographs.  Members of the public Pat Rand (17 Belmont Street), Paul and Judith 
Quain (83 Eldredge Street), and Laura Shaw (116 Church Street) expressed opposition to the restoration of 
the pond due to concerns of it being an attractive nuisance, safety concerns with small children, and as a 
health hazard that may attract geese.  Commission members expressed support for the restoration of the 
pond and the replacement bridge.  Grissom motioned to approve the project with Barker seconding. 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to approve the proposed changes at Farlow Park under the provisions of the City-Owned 
Properties ordinance with the following conditions: (1) that the proposed railing design with cross-buck 
pattern more closely resemble the original; and (2) that the final plans be reviewed and approved by staff 
prior to issuance of a building permit.  FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commission recommends that the 
historic pathways be restored as shown on the plans for the park’s construction. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:    Not Voting: 
Donald Lang, Chair      Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
David Morton, Member       
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Rodney Barker, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
  
391 Walnut Street – Preservation Restriction Review 
Property owner Bruce Rubinger presented an application to replace seven windows.  Staff stated that this 
1924 Georgian style church located in Newtonville was converted into condominiums with a preservation 
restriction conveyed to the City of Newton.  The building retains wood windows on the exterior 
throughout the building and none have exterior screens obscuring them.  Under the terms of the 
preservation restriction, exterior changes require review and approval of the Commission.  The applicant is 
proposing to replace seven windows located on the north and west facades of the building at the second 
story.  Existing muntin patterns are 6/6, 4/4, and 8/8.  The proposed window replacement is an insert 
wood aluminum-clad simulated divided light window with an attached insect screen.   
 
Grissom suggested that the windows could be restored with the addition of an interior screen/storm 
window.  Rubinger stated that restoration was cost prohibitive and the existing windows were drafty.  
Fitzmaurice suggested that a second pane could be added to the existing windows to make them double-
paned.  Lang expressed his support for restoring the windows.  Klapper suggested that replicas could be 
purchased.  Morton stated that he was unwilling to approve replacement until more study had been done 
regarding restoration.  Fulkerson expressed concern regarding the use of exterior screens only on these 
windows.  Klapper suggested coordinating any replacement project with the condominium association so 
that all windows would match.  Grissom motioned to deny approval of the replacement with Armstrong 
seconding. 
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At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to deny the proposed window replacement at 391 Walnut Street with the Commission 
recommending that the applicant investigate restoration of the existing windows or wood replacement 
windows to match existing. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:    Not Voting: 
Donald Lang, Chair      Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
David Morton, Member       
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Rodney Barker, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
 
127 Cornell Street – Demolition Review 
Yefim Massarsky presented an application to partially demolish the residence.  Staff stated that this 1886 
residence was built for Eugene M. Beck, a machinist and grocer in Lower Falls.  Beck was the son of Adam 
Beck a paper manufacturer in Lower Falls who owned the adjacent Greek Revival style residence.  In the 
1880s the property on which this home was built was subdivided from Adam Beck’s property and Eugene 
took up residence here with his wife Mary.  The property stayed in the Beck family into the early 20th 
century.  The surrounding neighborhood context consists of other 19th century buildings, some of which 
have had alterations, as well as mid-20th century residences that were part of a later wave of construction.  
This building has few architectural details of note which signifies that this was mill worker housing.  The 
building has had its windows replaced as well as new window openings added, and a small addition at the 
rear.   
 
Massarsky proposed to alter the building with an addition that is taller than the existing building.  
Massarsky also proposed demolishing the majority of the building or potentially moving the building 
further back on the lot.  Massarsky presented a proposed concept for what he was planning to build.  Lang 
and Barker expressed concern about the unclear proposal for demolition as to what portions of the 
building would be retained or not.  Commission members expressed support for the preservation of the 
building.   Neighbors Andrew Hodgdon (584 Grove Street) John Connor (135 Cornell Street) expressed 
support for the building’s preservation.  Kevin Chandler (590 Grove Street) expressed concern regarding 
the confusion over what portions of the building would be retained.  Lang suggested that if the applicant 
returns to a subsequent meeting that there be a clear application regarding which portions of the building 
will be retained.  Grissom motioned to find the building preferably preserved with Barker seconding. 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to find the residence at 127 Cornell Street Preferably Preserved. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:    Not Voting: 
Donald Lang, Chair      Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
David Morton, Member       
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Rodney Barker, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
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133 Dudley Road – Demolition Review 
Attorney Steve Buchbinder, architect Paul Apkarian, and Joe Stumpo presented an application to demolish 
the building.  Staff stated that this Colonial Revival style residence was originally constructed in 
approximately 1895.  It was constructed for Herbert and Elizabeth Ward.  Elizabeth was a prolific author of 
books and poetry and a 19th century feminist reformer.  Herbert her husband was a journalist and author 
as well.  Both had authored the majority of their work prior to residing here.  They lived at this location 
through the early 20th century when the property was purchased by physician Fred Lund and his wife Zoe.  
It’s unclear what the original appearance of the building was; from historic maps the original footprint was 
half of the building’s present size.  From Dudley Road, the forward projecting gable end constructed in the 
1910s obscures what was the original portion of the building that was added to in three separate phases.  
From Dudley Road, the left-hand portion of the building was added in early 1900s.  The right-hand gable 
end of the building has a gambrel style roof while the left-hand gable end has an uneven gable with the 
rear sloping further down and connecting to a rear gable end.   
 
Apkarian discussed the changes that have occurred to the building including the additions.  Armstrong 
stated that he felt the building had unusual composition and did not have unified architecture.  Fulkerson 
stated that she believed later additions could still have historic significance and supported the building’s 
preservation.  Buchbinder discussed the surrounding neighborhood and presented photographs.  Barker 
and Morton stated that they supported the building’s preservation.  Neighbors Howard Salwen (130 
Dudley Road), Michael Moskow (190 Dudley Road) Gunther Schuller (167 Dudley Road), Cheryl Marshall 
(130 Dudley Road), and Howard Schwartz (140 Dudley Road) expressed support for the building's 
preservation.  Morton motioned to find the building preferably preserved with Barker seconding, this 
motion passed.  Grissom motioned to find the garage not preferably preserved with Morton seconding, 
this motion passed. 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 5-1 with one abstention, 
 
RESOLVED to find the residence at 133 Dudley Road Preferably Preserved. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative:  Abstaining from Vote:   
David Morton, Member  Mark Armstrong, Member Donald Lang, Chair  
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Rodney Barker, Member 
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
 
Not Voting: 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0 with one abstention, 
 
RESOLVED to find the garage at 133 Dudley Road Not Preferably Preserved. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:  Not Voting: 
Donald Lang, Chair    Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
David Morton, Member   
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Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Rodney Barker, Member 
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
 
156 Oak Street / 55 Tower Road – Demolition Review 
Attorney Alan Schlesinger, architect Doug Carr, preservation consultant Maureen Cavanaugh, and Kent 
Gonzales and Peter Standish from Northland Investments presented an application to demolish seven 
buildings.  Staff stated that the applicant is seeking to demolish all buildings presently located at 55 Tower 
Road, including one that is connected to 156 Oak Street.  The buildings located at 156 Oak Street are not 
proposed to be demolished. This complex was historically the Saco-Pette Machine Works a major 
employer in Upper Falls.  The property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and eligible for 
an 18-month demolition delay.  The shop was originally established by Otis Pette in 1831 at a different 
location north of the present buildings.  Pette made a name for himself as a maker of machine equipment 
for textile mills.  He and his sons (George and Otis) as well as a son in law Henry Billings became successful 
and owned large parcels of land in Upper Falls developing buildings outside of the machine shops including 
residences for themselves and to house mill workers in the late 19th century.  One example is the large 
stone barn (now commercial building) at 44 Oak Street.  The Saco-Pette Machine Works like the Newton 
Silk Mills (at what is now Echo Bridge Park) were the economic drivers in the village.   
 
Schlesinger presented an overview of the project including the need for additional parking for Clarks 
Shoes.  Cavanaugh discussed the history of each of the building's involved.  Carr presented different 
options for repurposing the buildings and the challenges of converting the buildings to new uses.  Grissom 
asked if the buildings could be used for parking and Carr responded that it had been investigated, but 
would be difficult due to the placement of the interior columns.  Commission members noted that some 
buildings had more substantial alterations than others especially building's 10, 16, and 18.  Morton asked if 
building 13's east and west facades matched each other as it was unclear in the photos.  Cavanaugh stated 
that it was likely that the facades matched.  Carr stated that building 13 had been substantially altered.  
Lang suggested that buildings 12, 13, and 14 be found preferably preserved.  Cavanaugh stated that 
building 20 was built after the mill closed.  Commission members recognized that building 13 had been 
altered but expressed support for its preservation.  Attendees Isabelle Albeck and Carol McPherson 
expressed support for preserving buildings 12, 13, and 14. Grissom motioned to find building’s 10, 16/16A, 
18, and 20 not preferably preserved with Armstrong seconding, this motion passed.  Grissom motioned to 
find building 13 preferably preserved with Armstrong seconding, this motion passed.  Grissom motioned to 
find building 12 preferably preserved with Fitzmaurice seconding, this motion passed.  Grissom motioned 
to find building 14 preferably preserved with Morton seconding, this motion passed. 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to find Building’s 10, 16/16A, 18 and 20 at 156 Oak Street / 55 Tower Road Not Preferably 
Preserved. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:   Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair     Rodney Barker, Member 
David Morton, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
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At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 6-1, 
 
RESOLVED to find Building 13 at 55 Tower Road Preferably Preserved. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative:  Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair    David Morton, Member Rodney Barker, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to find Building 12 at 55 Tower Road Preferably Preserved. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:      Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair        Rodney Barker, Member 
David Morton, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
            
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to find Building 14 at 55 Tower Road Preferably Preserved. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:      Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair        Rodney Barker, Member 
David Morton, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
 
237 Park Street – Demolition Review 
Micha Avramovich and Steve Vona on behalf of the property owner presented an application to partially 
demolish the residence and construct additions.  Staff stated this circa 1860 Greek Revival style home is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District.  
As it is listed on the National Register, the building is eligible for an 18-month demolition delay.  Two 
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owners of note for this property are Jesse Frisbie, a Civil War veteran and surgeon and Edmund Leeds a 
notable architect in the early 20th century, who is responsible for one of the additions to the building.  The 
building has had several alterations including replacement siding and windows as well as additions to the 
side and rear.  The L – shaped main block retains its form and massing as well as its slate roof and trim 
details.  The proposed project involves removing later additions to the south façade and rear (west) façade 
and replacing them with new two-story additions.  The building was found preferably preserved at the 
September 2013 meeting with the Commission approving the design direction, but requesting the rear 
addition be altered from one larger rear gable to two parallel side gables with a shed roof between them 
as well as changes in the fenestration.  The architect examined this potential design change and altered 
window placements, but was unable to accommodate the alterations to the roof plan and has proposed an 
alternative. 
 
Avramovich and Vona discussed the challenges in altering the proposed roof design and the proposed 
alternative, which involved a rear addition with a large gable roof and a faux chimney.  Avramovich also 
discussed changes to the window placement to address the concerns the Commission raised at the 
September meeting.  Some Commission members noted that they were not at the September meeting and 
therefore were unfamiliar with the previous submission and Lang stated that anyone who did not attend 
the previous meeting could abstain from voting on this item.  Lang and Grissom expressed support for the 
revised design.  Grissom motioned to amend the waiver of the delay to approve the revised design with 
Morton seconding. 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 3-0 with four abstentions, 
 
RESOLVED to approve the revised design for additions at 237 Park Street as part of a wavier of the 
demolition delay. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:  Abstaining from Vote:  Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair    David Morton, Member Rodney Barker, Member 
Nancy Grissom, Member  Mark Armstrong, Member   
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate Jean Fulkerson, Member 
     Ellen Klapper, Alternate 
 
244 Lexington Street – Demolition Review 
Tony Depasquale and architect Ron Jarek presented an application for a waiver of the demolition delay.  
Staff stated that this circa 1885 Queen Anne style residence and carriage house were originally owned by 
William Scribner, a local mason and contractor.  Scribner had several buildings on what was a much larger 
parcel, the present house and carriage house are the only ones that remain.  The house has had alterations 
including asbestos siding, vinyl replacement windows and portions of the front porch have been replaced.   
Portions of the siding are missing on the house and evidence of water damage and rot is present.  The 
carriage house has had a few alterations including a new garage door, but is in a more deteriorated 
condition than the house with missing and broken windows and doors on the rear as well as deteriorated 
siding.  Both buildings retain their form and massing, the house retains brackets on its porch and there 
may also be historic detail preserved under the asbestos siding.  The surrounding neighborhood context is 
mixed with a variety of different architectural styles including Ranch and Colonial Revival as well as new 
houses and a new condominium complex.  Both the house and barn were found preferably preserved at 
the February 2013 meeting.   
 
Pantalone and Jarek presented a proposal to demolish the barn, but keep the house and add an attached 
garage sympathetic in design to the barn.  Pantalone stated that the barn is severely deteriorated with 
holes in the building and rot.  Commission members expressed support for the proposal.  Grissom 
motioned to issue a waiver of the demolition delay with Morton seconding. 
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At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 6-0 with one abstention, 
 
RESOLVED to approve the demolition of the barn/garage and design for additions to the residence at 244 
Lexington Street as part of a wavier of the demolition delay. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:  Abstaining from Vote:  Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair    Ellen Klapper, Alternate   Rodney Barker, Member 
David Morton, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
 
25 Annawan Road – Demolition Review 
Property owners Charles and Gia Nicolazzo and architect Ralph Kilfoyle presented an application to seek a 
waiver of the demolition delay based upon plans for a replacement building.  Staff stated that this 1916 
Dutch Colonial is located in a neighborhood of other early 20th century residences.  The building was 
designed by architect Francis Bullman and owned by briefly by George and Jennie Hall.  George worked as 
a salesman in Boston.  The property changed ownership quickly and was then owned by Frederic (a coffee 
broker) and Eleanor Lucy in 1919 and then George (an engineer) and Maude Aborn in 1934.  The building 
retains its form and details including slate roof, wood trim, and wood windows.  The surrounding 
neighborhood context consists of other Colonial Revival variants, Craftsman, and Tudor style residences 
dating from the early 20th century.  The building retains its form and details as well as contributes to the 
architectural context of the neighborhood.  The building was found preferably preserved at the May 2013 
meeting.   
 
Grissom noted that the massing of the proposed building was larger than the existing building and others 
in the neighborhood.  Armstrong stated that he felt the proposed design was out of context with the 
architecture of the surrounding neighborhood as many of the surrounding buildings had roofs that come 
down to the first story.  Gia Nicolazzo stated that the building was in poor condition with water in the 
basement and an old electrical system.  Lang asked if there were any photographs or documentation of the 
building’s interior condition and Gia Nicolazzo responded that he did not have any with her.  Lang stated 
that the existing building was horizontal in character and design while the new building was vertical and 
did not fit the neighborhood.  Dinah Bodkin (39 Waban Avenue) and Isabelle Albeck (240 Windsor Road) 
objected to the demolition of the building.  Commission members expressed support for the building’s 
preservation.  Grissom motioned to deny a waiver of the demolition delay with Fitzmaurice seconding. 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 6-0, with one abstention, 
 
RESOLVED to deny a waiver of the demolition delay at 25 Annawan Road based upon the submitted plans 
for a replacement residence. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:  Abstaining from Vote:  Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair    David Morton, Member Rodney Barker, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate   
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33 Crestwood Road – Demolition Review 
Property owner Jo Tango and architect Tim Blanchard presented an application to waive the demolition 
delay at this property.  Staff stated that this 1957 Contemporary designed by the architecture firm of 
Hoover & Hill is located in a neighborhood of other mid-20th century residences such as another 
Contemporary residence and a Cape style residence as well as newer homes from the 1990s through 
2000s.  The building was originally owned by Martha and Loomis Patrick.  Loomis was the President of the 
West Newton Cooperative Bank.  The building was later owned by Seiji Ozawa, a noted Japanese 
conductor and music director of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.   The one-story building features a brick 
exterior and is partially screened from view due to existing vegetation.  Due to the late construction dates 
of the homes along Crestwood Road several buildings were demolished prior to review of the Newton 
Historical Commission as they were not yet 50 years old, however the Commission did review and approve 
demolition of 20 Crestwood Road, a 1910 Mission style residence.  This building was found preferably 
preserved at the May 2013 meeting.   
 
Blanchard stated that there were other new residences in the vicinity and that the proposed building had 
been designed to emulate the existing building with one and two-story sections that were built around the 
natural topography including ledge on the property.  Tango stated that the proposed new building was 
located similarly to the existing building.  Armstrong noted that the garage was placed forward from the 
remainder of the proposed building and that it lacked scale changing elements like the rest of the building.  
Commission members expressed support for the proposed design.  Lang suggested having changing planes 
on the garage addition with portions of the building forward of other sections.  Armstrong motioned to 
approve the design direction, but not a waiver of the demolition delay. 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to approve the design direction for the proposed new residence at 33 Crestwood Road and to 
require further development and review at a Commission meeting as part of an application wavier of the 
demolition delay.  The Commission offers the following suggestions for revision: (1) that the garage be set 
back further to the rear of the property so as to not project forward from the remainder of the building 
and; (2) that the garage have scale changing elements similar to the rest of the building. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:      Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair        Rodney Barker, Member 
David Morton, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate   
 
53 Gammons Road – Demolition Review 
Property owners Ronald and Jonathan Gold and architect David Boronkay presented an application for a 
waiver of the demolition delay.  Staff stated that this 1928 Colonial / Craftsman style residence is in a 
neighborhood of other early 20th century residences as well as a few modern replacement dwellings.  The 
building was built by P. J. Creedon a builder from Dedham and owned by John and Agnes Gallagher.  John 
worked as a heating engineer in Boston.  There are few visible alterations on the building’s exterior and it 
retains its Craftsman rafter tails, double-hung windows, and brick siding.  The building also has an unusual 
projecting gable-end.  While there are more traditional architectural examples with greater detail in this 
neighborhood, this building fits within the neighborhood context and contributes to the early 20th century 
character of the area.  The building was found preferably preserved at the June 2013 meeting. 
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Boronkay stated that the proposed design was Colonial Revival in style with shingle siding and divided light 
windows.  Ron Gold stated that they had gone through the surrounding neighborhood and examined the 
different buildings to come up with a design that blends with the other buildings in the area.  Lang and 
Grissom stated that the proposed design fits the architectural context of the neighborhood.  Armstrong 
suggested that a scale changing element be added to the attached garage’s roof.  Attendee Isabelle Albeck 
(240 Windsor Road) expressed support for the building’s preservation.  Commission members expressed 
support for the proposed design.  Armstrong motioned to issue a waiver of the demolition delay with 
Morton seconding.  
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 24, 2013 the Newton Historical Commission, by 
vote of 7-0, 
 
RESOLVED to approve wavier of the demolition delay for the proposed new residence at 53 Gammons 
Road based upon the plans submitted with the condition that a dormer or other scale changing element be 
added to the front roof of the attached garage with final plans to be reviewed and approved by staff. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:      Not Present: 
Donald Lang, Chair        Rodney Barker, Member 
David Morton, Member 
Mark Armstrong, Member   
Nancy Grissom, Member  
Jean Fulkerson, Member 
Laura Fitzmaurice, Alternate 
Ellen Klapper, Alternate   
 
Administrative Discussion: 
 
Minutes  
The September 2013 meeting minutes were approved unanimously with Morton, Fulkerson, Armstrong, 
Fitzmaurice, and Klapper abstaining as they were not present.  Barker did not vote as he had left the 
meeting.   
 
Revolving Fund 
Staff discussed the creation of a revolving fund to fund the print and sale of out of print Historical 
Commission documents. 
 
8 – 14 Wetherell Street – Demolition Review 
Alderman Yates and Carol McPherson expressed concern regarding the proposed demolition of this 
building.  Staff stated that the demolition was reviewed at the July 2013 meeting of the Commission and a 
tie vote resulted in the Commission lacking a majority vote needed to place the demolition delay on the 
building therefore demolition may proceed.  Lang stated that this issue had been discussed previously and 
that the Commission could not rehear this item.  Staff stated that the Commission has 45 days to initiate 
the demolition delay or demolition may proceed and that 45 days had elapsed. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 12:25 AM 
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